
 
 

                           
 

 
 

Join us Tuesday, November 7th at 6:00 pm 
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center  

 

 

 
Our next meeting on November 7th is the last meeting of the year. A time for 

reflection. Buddy Short will give a review of all that we have accomplished. Let us 

try to make 2018 an even better year.  Ryan Perry will give a presentation on 

winterizing our plants, a very timely topic. Members will be asked to share their 

methods and comments are always welcome. See you there.      

 MBAC President, Sandy Scheuermann 
 

 
 

 
 

2018 Hibiscus Calendars 
 

 Our 2018 MBAC Hibiscus 
Calendars have been a hot 
item.  As we surpass sales 
of 275 calendars, if you 
have not purchased yours 
yet, you need to get them 
soon.  Contact Buddy or any of the officers to get 
yours now.  If you preordered 2018 Calendars, 
please contact Buddy immediately to make 
arrangements to pick them up.   

JoAnn Pugh 

Ginger Swan 

Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter 

American Hibiscus Society 

www. 
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Winterizing, by Buddy Short 

 

Having a game plan is important! 
 

These questions should be the key to whatever game plan you select….. 

 

1. How many plants do you have? 

2. Are your plants in the ground or in pots? 

3. Are they tropicals or garden variety? 

4 What were your winterizing results last year and do you plan to do anything different this 

year? 

 

I’ll start with this premise…. ” 

 

  

Here’s a great little saying that all of you should adopt for all times but especially during our 

winter months….. 

 

“Lots of Leaves, Lots of Water, Few Leaves Little Water” 

  

Here are a few “quick hits” from past Wintering articles…. 

  

 Should the weather change quickly, you must be prepared with a plan of action. 

Remember, even if it is not freezing, a cold north wind literally sucks the moisture out of 

your plants. Deflect that wind! 

 Your plants will “harden off” as the night time temperatures get colder.  

 Reduce the amount of fertilizer during colder months and  if you do use any make sure it 

has plenty of potassium and less nitrogen as this will help to harden plants. 

 If your plants will stay outside, make sure you have a good freeze cloth…..Lowes, Home 

Depot, Chastant Brothers, etc. 

 It is better to keep plants on the dry side during the winter…..what was that little saying? 

  

“More Leaves More Water, Few Leaves Little Water” 

 

 If you have limited space take care of your favorites and those hardest to replace  first!! 

 Placing plants under a big tree or porch offers protection against a sudden frost or  a few 

degrees of protection from a sudden freeze. The key again is knowing what  you will do. 

Early November is a great month to do your planning every year. 

 As you put away your plants make sure you are inspecting them against any disease or 

insects. If you put diseased plants into a greenhouse or crowd them onto a porch, disease 

is guaranteed to spread and give you the wintertime blues. 

 



 Grounded plants will do best if they are well established. Plant them early for best 

survival results. Selecting a location on the southside of a structure deflects north  and 

northwest winds and gives your plants the best chance of survival.  

 

Several more tips for in ground plants… 

 

 Layering to insulate will work best. Try to keep whatever you use dry by covering them 

with plastic not touching the plant. In warm days that plastic needs to be removed. 

 Oversized tomato cages filled with leaves or covered with fabric is also an excellent 

method of insulating your plants. 

 Freeze cloth can be purchased at the bigger stores and is an excellent way to eliminate 

frost damage on your plants. You can also look at a feed and seed store like Chastant 

Brother’s in Lafayette or Thibodeaux’s in Abbeville. 

 If you have any extra trash cans, they will work well as a cover during frost or cold snaps. 

Try it! 

 
 

 
 

 

MBAC Officer Elections  
 

Interested in being an officer?   
Have someone in mind for a position? 

Nominations will be taken and  
the election held at the November Meeting. 

Do not miss your opportunity to have a voice  
in your chapter leadership for 2017. 

 

President…Vice-President…Secretary 
Treasurer…Member Liason 

 

 



 
 

Name That Bloom 
 

Can you name these blooms????  Make a list of the blooms and bring it to the meeting.  

We will identify the blooms and the member with the most correct will win the prize. There 

will be a drawing if there are multiple winners.  Don’t miss out on the fun! 

 

         
 

       
 

 
Congratulations to Francis Rush, our October Name That Bloom Winner!! 

 

           
 

Marianne Charleton, Antique Treasure, Cosmic Dancer, Louisiana Flash,  
Snow on the Mountain, Cajun Sunset 
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Buddy’s Blooms and Things 
 

Once again Charles and Cindy Black from Hidden Valley Hibiscus have provided us with some 

additional Winterizing information that each of you should find interesting and very 

informative. Once you read through these questions if you have others then by all means ask 

away or better yet come to the November meeting and open up the discussion.  

 

 See you Tuesday, November 7th at 6 PM.....................................Buddy   
 

 

Hibiscus In Winter 
 

Answers to Commonly Asked Questions 
 

Overwintering hibiscus is a huge topic for so many of us. These are the questions we get asked daily 
at this time of year, with answers that we hope will help others too.  
 
Should I prune now or wait until spring?  
Prune in fall only if the plants will be spending the winter in mild conditions that promote at least some 
growth. Fall pruning usually results in a lot of new growing points that harden up as fall moves into 
winter. A prolonged or very cold freeze can damage or kill these new growth shoots. But if you know 
your hibiscus won't be exposed to a prolonged or very cold freeze, then it is safe to prune them in fall. 
The short new stems won't grow more than about an inch during the winter. Then when spring 
warmth arrives, they will take off and produce flowers much earlier than if you had waited to prune in 
the spring.  
 
If I prune in fall, some stems mold and rot starting at the site of the cut. Can I prevent that? 
Yes, that does happen sometimes when pruning is done when the weather is cooler and wetter. 
When pruning in those conditions it is best to seal the cut with a tree wound or graft sealant 
immediately after making the cut. There are several products available for this purpose. Our favorite 
Pruning Sealer comes in a spray bottle and doesn't require painting the sealant with a brush. A good 
sealant prevents fungus spores from landing in the fresh cut and infecting the plant at the cut point.  
 
Should I stop fertilizing in winter? No, this is a common myth, but it's not a good idea. Hibiscus are 
tropical and, if given a warm environment, will grow and bloom year-round. When healthy, they are 
never truly dormant, and so require a steady stream of nutrients to maintain optimal health. For those 
who feed every time they water or every other time, cutting back on fertilizer to an appropriate level 
occurs naturally. This is because instead of watering every day, as is often the case in summer heat, 
water is only needed once or twice a week, or even less. Less watering means you're applying less 
fertilizer to the hibiscus. Since hibiscus don't need as much fertilizer as when they are rapidly growing 
and forming big flowers, this works out well. If you fertilize once a week or on another time-oriented 
schedule, you should continue to do so, but cut the amount of fertilizer mixed in the water by half. 
Only hibiscus stored in a cold and dark garage or basement should have almost all fertilizer stopped, 
but we recommend this way of overwintering only as a last resort. In better conditions a reasonable 
amount of fertilizer should be given the hibiscus throughout the winter. Any hibiscus fertilizer is better 
than none, but for hibiscus wintered indoors, the higher the level of nutrition the better. A good 
fertilizer will help mitigate the stress of living indoors, in a lower-light, low-humidity environment. Our 
HVH Houseplant Formula was designed specifically for hibiscus grown in these stressful indoor 
conditions, and provides everything your hibiscus could possibly need indoors in one formula. If you 
use it all winter, every time you water, your hibiscus will have their best chance at staying happy and 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sk7wsdcab&et=1103765750228&s=663&e=001dGP4Yd40-extxO8UkKmF4Mk1yjEomjPyIXNSo0NvKbWsDwRogHAhxExJ4s3nsF1Yx3W9MGftbk1a2cD6w8u2yC0CG8wuxcaK4RBtKFMGEzAlK3JhTdnbbDTrnr3sNvOeTqL3oDpHWL7EmFKHDARtNSlMFwxnOsMzHQIwpgsTodo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=sk7wsdcab&et=1103765750228&s=663&e=001dGP4Yd40-exo3U8xWjLIybhOhxGEvhy9dHDFgUj5xup02lSF7_Jg94-2FXuDjelkb6JkbiklmZzWqNspnELdA1ccKgr4garzmrpHPkV46f4v_DAza5345k61Bl_S0fGJyLf8F8hYjF5hovb63g8NWXCuizpFC327urN27LR-Lrw=


healthy indoors, and be ready to burst into bloom when they go back outside in the spring. If you have 
sunny windows indoors, they may even continue to bloom through the winter.  
 
My hibiscus grew so much this summer that they need to be transplanted. Should I transplant 
now or wait till spring?  Wait until next spring or early summer to transplant hibiscus. The exception 
to this is if the hibiscus will spend the winter in very warm conditions. For example, one of our fellow 
hibiscus lovers built a fully enclosed grow room inside his garage, complete with 1000 watt HID lights, 
and a heating system that keeps the room above 70°F (21°C) all winter. In conditions like this, 
hibiscus can continue to grow vigorously and transplanting them is no problem in fall or winter.  
 
When should I move my hibiscus inside for winter - at the last minute before cold sets in or 
earlier? Over the years, we have had better luck moving them inside before they are stressed by the 
increasing cold. Oftentimes people leave the plants outside until too late - until the first frosty night 
alerts them that it's time to move them in. The problem with this is that the hibiscus make the stressful 
move into the house just after being weakened by the outside cold. In our experience, it's better if 
they are moved when still strong and healthy. Another factor is that tip die-back disease increases 
once the weather cools down in fall, but does not happen nearly as often once the plants are moved 
inside.  
 
I have fairly good windows inside for my hibiscus, but no direct sun in winter. Is this good 
enough? Remember, the most important need for hibiscus in winter is warmth. The more the better. 
They also need some light so, if the windows are not able to provide enough, placing any type of 
lamp near the hibiscus will help them get sufficient light to stay healthy. Light is a cumulative thing for 
plants - what matters is the total amount of light they receive from all sources throughout the day and 
night. If a light can be left on all night that is a big help, or if one can be placed on a timer so that it 
shines 18 hours a day near the hibiscus that will make a difference, too. Growth and blooms are not 
that important in winter - what we are after is maintaining a healthy green plant until next spring and 
for that the hibiscus need mainly warmth with at least some light.  
 
My hibiscus are planted in the ground and can't be moved during winter. What can I do to 
protect them? In climates like southern California where temperatures rarely go below 30°F (-1°C), 
some people have reported success using frost cloth to cover their hibiscus at night. Also called row 
covers, this lightweight woven material is able to trap heat inside while still allowing water and light to 
penetrate. The heavier versions of it are best and claim to provide up to 10 degrees of protection if 
used properly. If you try these, be sure to get enough to cover the hibiscus and to hang all the way 
down to the ground because they work by trapping heat that comes out of the ground at night. It is 
also possible to place lights, such as outdoor Christmas lights, under the frost cloth and the heat that 
these give off adds an extra amount of protection. On very cold nights, dripping water into the root-
zone throughout the night can help even more, because flowing water is always warmer than freezing 
and will keep the roots of the hibiscus from freezing.  

 

 
 

A step back in history… 
 

2001 Jan-Feb-Mar AHS Seed Pod - Notes from AHS President, Curt Sinclair 
 

What a wonderful organization and Society we have! So many unselfish and dedicated people 

donating their valuable time and energies all for the common love we share for Hibiscus. By 

sharing this LOVE with our neighbors and friends we help pass on and share a unique 

appreciation for a beautiful flower. That is a gift they should not be without.    



 

For your viewing pleasure….. 

            A few seedlings from Todd & Janelle Alvis 
 

             

  Point of Impact                Kendall’s Watermelon Ruffles     Red, White, and Bloom 

        (Pride of Acadiana x TJ Valkyrie)       (Smaug x Tahitian Murphy’s Law) 
 
 

           

Scented Unnamed Seedling     Todd’s Dark Treasure      TJ Psychodelic Melodies 
               (Night Runner x Stolen Treasure)        (Moorea Princess Okassa x Night Runner) 

 

 

               

TJ Valkyrie           TJ Fire Opal             Wally’s Wings 
               (Tiger Bait x Orange Appaloosa)              (Hotsy Totsy x Angels Wings) 

 



 

 
 

Another step back into history….  

Acadiana Hibiscus Chapter Newsletter, November 2000 by Mike Bernard 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                                  

                        
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Have something you would like to share with the members in the newsletter? 

Submit it by the 15
th
 of the month to your  

Newsletter Editor, Ann Peltier @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com. 

 

 

2017 MBAC Board 
 

President ~ Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com 

Vice President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com 

Secretary ~ Charlotte Lege’ ~ 337-351-1048 ~ petitema51@yahoo.com 

Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@acadianahibiscus.com 

Member Liaison – Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4559@gmail.com 

Past President – Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com 
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